Five Things You
Need to Know

. It is unlawful to evict or deny
housing on the basis of
someone’s status as a victim
of domestic violence, sexual
assault, or stalking.

. Victims, in some cases, are
entitled to terminate a lease
early.

. Victims have the right to get
their locks changed upon
request (at their expense).

. The Fair Housing Act ensures
that landlords cannot
discriminate on the basis of
race, color, national origin,
religion, sex, familial status,
or disability.

. Landlords can play a crucial
role in ending domestic
violence.

Local Domestic Violence Program Contact Info:

Help Is Available

No one has the right to
threaten or hurt you or your tenants.

If you think your tenant may be a victim of
domestic violence, sexual assault, and/or
stalking, you can find support and
resources near you by contacting the
Domestic Violence Hotline at
1-800-562-6025.
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It’s the Law

Both the federal Violence Against Women Act
(VAWA) and Washington State law protect
victims and their families from wrongful
eviction or being denied housing because
of the violence committed against them.

A landlord cannot legally terminate a lease,
refuse to renew a lease, evict, or refuse to
rent to someone just because they are a
victim.

Note: A landlord can evict a victim based on
non-payment of rent or violation of other
terms of the lease and can collect payment
for rent owed prior to the incident or damage
expenses.

Terminating a Lease

State law (RCW 59.18.575) allows victims of
domestic violence to terminate their lease
early if they meet the following three
conditions:

1. They have a valid Protection Order OR a
record of reporting the incident of
domestic violence to a “qualified third
party.”

A “qualified third party” includes domestic
violence victim advocates.

2. They notify their landlord in writing that
they are a victim and attach a copy of the
Protection Order or the record of the
report with the letter.

3. They inform their landlord that they will be
moving out within 90 days of the incident
that caused them to seek a Protection
Order or make a report. They can do this

in the same letter that they used in step 2.

Changing Locks

State law (RCW 59.18.585) allows victims to have
their lock changed upon request.

e A victim must have a valid court order that
excludes someone who is also on the lease
from the home.

e The landlord must change the lock if the
tenant (victim) requests it and provides a copy
of the court order.

e Locks are changed at the tenant’s expense.

e The landlord cannot give copies of the new
keys to the tenant (abuser) excluded from the
home by the order.

The Fair Housing Act

The federal Fair Housing Act mandates that
landlords cannot discriminate on the basis of
race, color, national origin, religion, sex, familial
status, or disability.

The Fair Housing Act in its entirety plays an
important role in protecting victims. Two notable
aspects of the law are highlighted below:

1. The Fair Housing Act ensures that landlords
must make reasonable accommodations for
service animals. If your building does not
normally allow pets, you may have to waive
that restriction for a tenant who uses a service
animal.

2. The Fair Housing Act protects pregnant and
parenting tenants from unlawful eviction or
denial. You cannot refuse to lease or evict
someone because they have or will be having
children.

What You Do Matters!

Landlords can play a crucial role in ending
domestic violence.

You can support victims and hold
batterers accountable. Federal and state
laws will help guide your efforts. You can
allow victims to remain in housing when it
is safe to do so and allow for flexibility
when they need to relocate for safety
concerns.

Help create an atmosphere in which
victims and their families can thrive.
Together, we can END domestic violence.

For More Information

e Violence Against Women Act (VAWA)
[42 U.S.C. §13925; Public Law 109-162].

e Residential Landlord-Tenant Act (RLTA).
Revised Code of Washington (RCW 59.18).

e Fair Housing Act
www.usdoj.gov/crt/housing/title8.php

e www.washingtonlawhelp.org

e www.getmoneygetsafe.org —

Washington State Coalition
Against Domestic Violence
1402 3rd Ave Suite 406
Seattle WA 98101
206.389.2515

www.wscadv. org




