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1 Domestic violence is a pattern of abusive behavior used by someone to control an intimate partner. The abuse can be physical, sexual, verbal, 
emotional, or psychological. Sexual assault is any unwanted sexual contact, either physical or verbal. Stalking can be any intentional incident of 
threatening, harassing, following, surveillance and/or coercive behavior that occurs more than once and causes you to fear for your safety, the 
safety of someone you know, or your property. 
 
2 Federal: Violence Against Women Act (VAWA) 2005 [42 U.S.C. §13925; Public Law 109-162]. State: Tenants who are victims of domestic 
violence, sexual assault, or stalking have increased protection under the Residential Landlord Tenant Act (RLTA). The RLTA is in the Revised 
Code of Washington (RCW 59.18). 
 
3 Before complying with VAWA, a Public Housing Authority or Section 8 landlord may ask an individual for documentation that he or she is or 
has been a victim of domestic violence, dating violence, or stalking. Documentation can include: a victim’s statement, a police or court record, a 
statement signed by certain professionals (including DV advocates), or a HUD-approved certification form. 
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4 “Qualified third party” means any of the following people: law enforcement officers, state court employees, doctors, nurses and other health 
care professionals, licensed mental health professionals or counselors, members of clergy, or crime victim/witness program advocates (DV 
advocates).  


